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1. General Principles 
The Goettingen Journal of International Law (GoJIL) is committed to maintaining the 
highest standards of integrity, academic rigor, and transparency in scholarly publishing. Our 
policies are aligned with the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) Code of Conduct 
and Best Practice Guidelines for Journal Editors. 
 
We consider ethical publishing a shared responsibility of authors, editors, reviewers, and 
readers. In all cases, we will take appropriate action in the event of suspected or proven 
misconduct. 

2.1 Publication Decisions 
The decision to accept or reject a submission is based on its academic merit, originality, 
clarity, and relevance to international law. Manuscripts are evaluated without regard to the 
authors’ race, gender, sexual orientation, religious belief, ethnicity, citizenship, or political 
ideology. 

2.2 Confidentiality 
Editors and editorial staff must treat all manuscripts as confidential documents and will not 
disclose any information beyond those directly involved in the publishing process. 

2.3 Conflicts of Interest 
Editors will not use unpublished material from a submitted manuscript in their own research 
without the author’s explicit written consent. They are required to recuse themselves from 
handling manuscripts in which they have a conflict of interest. 

3.1 Peer Review Model 
GoJIL operates a double-blind peer review process. Each manuscript is reviewed by at least 
two anonymous experts in the relevant field. 

3.2 Reviewer Responsibilities 
Reviewers must evaluate manuscripts objectively, provide constructive feedback, and 
maintain the confidentiality of the review process. They must disclose any conflicts of 
interest and decline to review when such conflicts exist. 

3.3 Editorial Oversight 
All final decisions are made by the responsible editors based on the reviewers' assessments 
and in accordance with COPE best practices. 



4.1 Originality and Plagiarism 
Authors must ensure their submissions are entirely original and properly cite all sources. 
Plagiarism, data fabrication, and manipulation of images or results are strictly prohibited and 
may result in retraction. 

4.2 Authorship 
Only individuals who have made substantial contributions to the research or writing should 
be listed as authors. All co-authors must approve the final version and consent to its 
submission. 

4.3 Data Access and Retention 
Authors may be asked to provide raw data for editorial review and should ensure the data 
are accessible for a reasonable time after publication, unless legal or ethical concerns prevent 
this. 

4.4 Multiple or Concurrent Submissions 
Simultaneous submission of a manuscript to multiple journals is considered unethical and is 
prohibited. 

4.5 Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest 
All authors must declare any financial or personal relationships that could influence their 
work. This includes funding sources, institutional affiliations, or intellectual property 
interests. 

4.6 Corrections and Retractions 
If significant errors are discovered after publication, authors must promptly inform the 
editors. GoJIL will issue corrections, errata, or retractions in accordance with COPE 
guidelines. 

5. Reviewers’ Ethics 
Reviewers must: 
- Decline to review if unqualified or if a timely review is not possible; 
- Maintain strict confidentiality; 
- Review manuscripts objectively; 
- Identify relevant, uncited work; 
- Report suspected ethical misconduct to the editors. 

6. Open Access Policy 
GoJIL is an open-access journal. All articles are published under the Creative Commons 
Attribution License (CC BY 4.0). Authors retain copyright and grant GoJIL the right to 
publish and distribute the work. This allows anyone to freely access, download, reuse, and 
share the article, provided the original authors and source are properly credited. 
 
Further details on the license can be found at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


8. Use of Artificial Intelligence 
See here: Article Guidelines 

9. Legal Disclaimer 
GoJIL and its editorial team are not liable for any misuse of content published in the journal. 
The responsibility for the accuracy and ethical integrity of submissions lies solely with the 
authors. 
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